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BACKGROUND - Hodgkin’s lymphoma, whether primary or relapsed, is rare in the oral soft tissues . Only a 
few reports involving tongue, palate and tonsils are available in literature till date. In most of these cases, the 
primary site appeared to be in the Waldeyer’s ring although this is also a rare site.  

   CASE REPORT-A 65 year old male presented with a swelling in the right  buccal mucosa.. Size of the  
lesion measured approximately 3× 2 cm. It was reddish in colour,  and fixed. The overlying skin appears to be 
normal . There was no  pain. No lymph nodes were palpable in the neck region. FNA was done  

Microscopicaly- H&E stained smears were moderate to highly cellular comprising of mainly small 
lymphocytes, along with  mononuclear and multinucleated Hodgkin  cells. Mononuclear cells  show  large 
vesicular nuclei with prominent nucleoli, and binucleated cells show abundant basophilic /amphophilic 
cytoplasm; 2 halves of the nucleus  are mirror images; have prominent  owl eyed eosinophilic nucleoli  
surrounded by clear halo. In the background eosinophils, neutrophils, histiocytes, plasma cells and fibroblasts 
were seen.  . The tumor cells showed positive immunoperoxidase staining for CD15 and CD30  but were 
negative for CD45, CD20 and CD5 . The diagnosis of Hodgkin lymphoma was made.  

                                                                        
                                                                                     

  

DISCUSSION- Hodgkin’s lymphoma rarely affects the oral mucosa as a primary event. Because of the 
clinical characteristics of the lesion at presentation possibilities of  mucoepidermoid carcinoma ,    adenoid 
cystic carcinoma, carcinoma ex pleomorphic adenoma, fibrosarcoma or pleomorphic sarcoma, nonhodgkins 
lymphoma and metastatic tumor were considered. 

CONCLUSION- This emphasizes that although rare but medical personnel need to be aware that hodgkins    
lymphoma does occur in the oral cavity. 
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